ALCUIN   OF  YORK.

to the revival of the school after the natural decay
from which good institutions suffer in times of
ecclesiastical and civil disorder, and we date the
continuous life of the school from him. It was an
interesting coincidence, that men saw in the year
735 the revival of the school and the birth of its
most famous pupil,, assistant master, and head
master. We may now turn to that man, whose
early Jot was cast in a state of society, lay and
clerical, such as that described in scathing terms
by Bede; and who was the first-fruits of the
remedy which Bede had suggested. As a link
between Bede and Aleuin we may have in mind
a pretty little story about Bede which we find in
a letter of Alcuin's some fifty or sixty years after
Bede's death.

Alcuin is writing to the monks of Wearmouth.
D- He tells them how well he remembers what he
saw at Wearmouth long years ago, and how much
he was pleased with everything he saw. He
encourages them to continue in the right way by
reminding them of the virtues of their founders.
" It is certain/7 he writes, " that your founders very
often visit the place of your dwelling. They re-'
joice with all whom they find keeping their statutes
and living right lives; and they cease not to in-
tercede for such with the pious judge. Nor is it
doubtful that visitations of angels frequent holy
places; for it is reported that our master and
your patron the blessed Bede said, < I know that
angels visit the canonical hours and the congrega-
tions of the brethren. What if they should
not find me among the brethren ? Would they
not have to say, Where is Bede? Why does